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                                         Tuesday 24 January 2017
PRESS RELEASE – For Immediate Release
NI BREXIT CASE SUPREME COURT DECISION
The Human Rights Consortium, one of the applicants in the Agnew & Others legal case has today welcomed the UK Supreme Court’s decision which accepted its argument that the Government cannot trigger Article 50 without parliamentary legislation. 

Director of the Consortium, Kevin Hanratty said, 
‘The Consortium became involved in this legal case because we are deeply concerned about the risk that exists of entering into a process to withdraw from the EU without ensuring that important human rights protections, emanating from our membership of that Union, are first safeguarded. Those safeguards are important elements in the Northern Ireland peace process and need to be protected. 
Like the Miller case we argued that the government could not trigger Article 50 to initiate UK withdrawal proceedings from the EU without the consent of Parliament and the Supreme Court has upheld this point.
We are disappointed that the court did not recognise the Sewel Convention as having legal standing but it clearly highlighted its political and constitutional importance’.  In paragraph 151 of the judgment states, 

“In reaching this conclusion we do not underestimate the importance of constitutional conventions, some of which play a fundamental role in the operation of our constitution. The Sewel Convention has an important role in facilitating harmonious relationships between the UK Parliament and the devolved legislatures.”
‘Northern Ireland now finds itself in a particularly perilous situation with regard to the protection of human rights. We face the combined threats of a removal of EU rights protections through Brexit, the threat to the Human Rights Act and withdrawal from the European Convention of Human Rights. We face these threats without the full protection that the Belfast/Good Friday Agreement was to afford us, most notably through a local Bill of Rights.  Undermining these rights can only be seen as a fundamental threat to the principles of the Belfast/Good Friday Agreement.    
In this context, it is imperative that the UK Government respect the important constitutional and political principal of legislative consent from the devolved Assembly throughout the Brexit process. 
Furthermore, the important upcoming work to re-establish the Northern Ireland Assembly must address the proper implementation of human rights, including through prioritizing a local Bill of Rights.

We would like to thank everyone who supported, funded and advised us throughout this important legal case and we will continue to push for a Brexit process that respects our local peace process and the protection of human rights.’   
ENDS

Notes to Editors
· The full text of the Supreme Court judgement can be accessed through the court website. https://www.supremecourt.uk/cases/docs/uksc-2016-0196-judgment.pdf
· The written arguments made by the Consortium to the Supreme Court in this case on 5th - 8th December 2016 can be accesses at the HRC website. http://www.humanrightsconsortium.org/ni-brexit-case-goes-supreme-court/ 
· The Attorney General for Northern Ireland exercised his powers under Paragraph 33 of Schedule 10 of the Northern Ireland Act 1998 to refer devolution matters from the Northern Ireland case to the Supreme Court. 
· The Consortium raised almost £40,000 towards the cost of the appeal through online crowd funding. https://www.crowdjustice.org/case/protect-peace-process/ 
· The Consortium works to develop a human rights based society in Northern Ireland through campaigning and awareness raising on several issues. See www.humanrightsconsortium.org for further info.
The Consortium can be contacted on 02890 313780 or by e-mailing kevin@humanrightsconsortium.org
